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Cleveland Museum of Art Celebrates Holiday Season with 
Winter Lights Lantern Festival Dec. 3 — 12 


Event Culminates with Holiday CircleFest Sunday, Dec. 5 


CLEVELAND (Nov. 18, 2004) — Celebrate the holiday season at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) as it 
presents the 11" annual Winter Lights Lantern Festival, Friday, Dec. 3 through Sunday, Dec. 12, 2004. 

Inspired by the centuries-old, cross-cultural tradition of ceremonial lighting displays, this festival is the 
Museum’s contribution to Holiday CircleFest (Dec. 5 from 1 to 5:30 p.m. with the lantern procession 
commencing at 5:30 p.m.), a day of seasonal music, gift shopping, workshops and refreshments hosted by the 
University Circle community. 

Beginning Friday evening Dec. 3, the Museum will present the collaborative art installation Environment 
of Lights on Wade Oval. Illuminated gateways by artists, Mark Jenks, Wendy Mahon, Jesse Rhinehart and the 
Museum ’s Artistic Director of Community Arts, Robin VanLear will encircle a ceremonial center. The installation 
will remain on view through Dec. 26. 

In addition, beginning Friday evening and continuing through the festival, an installation entitled Light 
Works of lantern displays will be on view in the Museum’s Interior Garden Court through Dec. 19 and in the North 
lobby, an installation entitled Han Dynasty Reflections will be on display through Dec. 12. In addition, lanterns 
created specifically for the CircleFest procession by a dozen invited artists will be on view in the Museum’s lower 
level throughout the weekend. Artists include Debbie Apple-Presser, Barbara Chia, Micheal Costello, Kathy 
Curnow, Tim Haas, Sheila Keller, Wendy Mahon, Walt Wali Neil, Annie Peters, Nancy Prudic, Lizzie Roche, 
Rafael Valdivieso and Beth Wolfe. In addition, lanterns created by Museum members and Womens Council 
members will be available for purchase in the Museum store. 

On Sunday, Dec. 5, as part of Holiday CircleFest, the Lantern Festival will climax with a procession of 
lantern carriers to Wade Oval, where they will encircle the Environment of Lights. Open to everyone, the 
procession will begin from the Museum’s north doors at 5:30 p.m., led by giant puppets, dancers and the invited 
artists with their own specially created lanterns. Dancers and puppets will lead the procession into and through the 
installation and composer Phil Kline will lead a soundscape played on dozens of boom boxes accompanying the 


procession and enlivening the environment. 


(more) 
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Free workshops for the public to make Tiffany-inspired lanterns to carry in the procession will be offered 


from 2 to 4:30 p.m.; timed tickets for these workshops will be available in the north lobby beginning at 1:30 p.m. 


Other free CircleFest events will be: 

e 1 to 5:30 p.m. Find the Faces Contest, a Museum scavenger hunt 

e 1:30 p.m. gallery talk, Medieval Art, sign language interpreted 

e 2and4p.m. Cleveland Municipal Schools All-City Elementary Choir in the Interior Garden Court 

e 2-—5p.m. Art Crew, Bush Cow, Horus, Narashima and Van Dyck characters 

e 2:30 p.m. concert by Karel Paukert, organ with Dashon Burton, bass. Selections from Dvorak’s Biblical Songs, 
Op. 99and spirituals as well as music for solo organ in Gartner Auditorium 

e 2:30 p.m. gallery talk, African Art 

e 3:30 p.m. gallery talk, Needful Things: Recent Multiples 


Shopping and Refreshments 

Unique gifts will be available for purchase in the Museum Store, including items inspired by the 
Museum’s newest exhibition Dukes and Angles: Art from the Court of Burgundy (1364 — 1419). The store offers 
Northeast Ohio’s largest selection of fine arts calendars and cards, art books and posters, sculpture replicas and 
exclusive lines of fine art jewelry. 

Visitors are invited to enjoy lunch in the Museum Café and snack on holiday favorites in the North lobby. 

Holiday CircleFest is presented by University Circle Incorporated and is sponsored by Cleveland Public 
Power and The Home Savings and Loan Company. Promotional support is courtesy of 107.3 The WAVE, 90.3 
WCPN ideastream, WK YC-TYV 3, The Plain Dealer and Cleveland Magazine. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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